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0 O 0O O O Saudi Arabia has begun setting up a new 35,000-strong
specialised security force to protect its oil facilities from potential
attacks. J D 0000000 @-Qaeda)D DO O OOOOON
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DO0O0000000000004d000 The move underlines
the kingdoms growing concern about the security of its installations
In the face of threats from al-Qaeda to attack oil facilities in the Guilf,
and rising tensions between lranand the US. O OO0 O 0O 0O O 0O O
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O000000000000000000000 There have
been fears that military confrontation between Iran and Washington
could provoke Tehran to retaliate against US interests across the
Gulf, including inSaudi Arabia. 1 D OO0 00000 doodn
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DO00000000000000 0O Recruitment for the
security force began several months ago. It already has more than
5,000 personnel, who are being trained in the use of new surveillance



equipment and crisis management under a programme managed by
US defence group Lockheed Martin, a Saudi strategic affairs adviser
said yesterday. The training is part of a US government contract,
according to the Nicosia-based Middle East Economic Survey,
which first revealed that Lockheed was involved in training the force.
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not immediately available to comment yesterday.[J [0 [J 00 [J O [
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[1 The kingdom, which is the worlds biggest oil exporter and has 25
per cent of the worlds proven oll reserves, Is investing an estimated
$4bn-$5bn in the new equipment and the force, the adviser added.[]
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0 00 01600000 O O O O O Saudi Arabia already has a
75,000-strong army, an air force of 18,000, a navy of 15,500 and an
air defence force of 16,000.0 0 U O70 00000000 O O
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[ O 0O O O Washington announced a proposed arms deal in July,
estimated to be worth $20bn, with the six countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, which includes Saudi Arabia, to boost security
intheregion. J 20030 D U OO U OOOO0OOOOODOOOO
J0000b00o0o00od0odondonD Saudi Arabia has
stepped up its crackdown against Islamist militants since a series of
attacks against western residential compounds in 2003. 100Test [J [
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