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E7 BB 8F E6 B5 8E E5 c67 256753.htm What immortal hand or
eye?l] O O O O O O The controversial ancestry of the South China
tiger OO OO0 OOO O10 FEW peoples are as proud of their
uniqueness as are the Chinese. Many feel the same way about one of
their national emblems: the South China tiger. So two Americans
who have questioned its pedigree have created quite a stir.[J [J [ [
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J0000000000000000000000 In2004
Stephen OBrien, head of genetics at the National Cancer Institute in
Maryland, published the results of a 20-year study into the species.
His findings concluded that of the five beasts he sampled, labelled in
the Chinese zoos where they were kept as South China tigers, only
two were of “ unique lineage” . Three were no different genetically
from the Indochinese tiger, a separate sub-species endemic to
Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand and Laos. 200411 [0 [J [J
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OO0 O00oO000d MrTilson first made himself
unpopular with his hosts in 2001. After leading officers from the State
Forestry Administration (SFA) on a census of wild South China
tigers, he declared that none was left. (1 401 Many Chinese will take
no less kindly to being told the tiger is an undistinguished
mongrel[2], and that miscegenation[3] is the way forward.2001] [
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SFAs Wang Weisheng, for example, angrily denies that the South
China tiger is extinct in the wild. He cites the example of the Pe re
Davids deer. At one time, fewer than 20 of this Chinese ungulate[4]
survivedall in the grounds of an English stately[5] home. After a
successful breeding programme, thousands now live in Chinese
reserves. U O UOO0O0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0OOOOOOOONO
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OO 0O Yetneither Mr Wang nor any other Chinese official
denies that the South China tiger urgently needs new blood. [J 501 At
a conference last November, Wang Xingjin, of Guangzhou Zoos
South China Tiger Research Programme, admitted the South China
tiger was “ very probably” extinct in the wild and will certainly
disappear, “ unless we can find a wild tiger to enter the breeding
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000000000 o00o0ooodn [NOTES]L.
progeny n. [plv] (fml ) (a) offspring U [0 . J [0 : (joc L0 ) He
appeared, surrounded by his numerous progeny. O O 0O O, 0 O O
00000000, (b)descendants LI L. [ I .2. mongrel n. 1 dog
of mixed breed I LI [ . 2 any plant or animal of mixed origin [ [J
OO0 0O [attrib O O 00 ] amongrel breed [ I * of mongrel stock
[1 00 O .3. miscegenation n. [U] mixture of races. production of
offspring by two people of different (esp white and non-white) races
Jodo.0odoooooooooooooon. 4.
ungulate n. I O O O 5. stately adj. (-ier, -iest) dignified. imposing.
grand 0 0 0. 000.000.000.000:astately old
woman [ O O 0O O 0O O O *with stately grace O O 0 O O .
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