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[0 O 0O USin talks to buy a record supply of pandemic flu drug [
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0 O O 0O The USis in discussions to buy record volumes of the
antiviral drug Tamiflu in an effort to respond to growing
International concern about the threat of pandemic flu, according to
themanufacturer. 0 D 0 000000000 OOOOOOO
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[0 O O O O The value of the deal, which Financial Times
calculations suggest might exceed $1bn, could lift Tamiflu to the
status of a“ blockbuster” drug to both treat and help prevent flu,
though the production of sufficient volumes may encounter
manufacturingconstraints. 1 J 0 0000000000000
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(I O O The talks come as the Bush administration is struggling to
demonstrate its ability to cope with domestic emergencies in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina. O U D 0 000000 oododn
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OO00000” David Reddy, head of virology at Roche, the Swiss
manufacturer, said: “* We are currently in discussion with the US for



the purchase of significant quantities of Tamiflu that would put it
among the best prepared intheworld.” OO OO0 O0OOOOO
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000000250 000 0 O He would not elaborate on price
or quantity but Roche has sold Tamiflu to more than 30 countries in
recent months as part of pandemic plans, most of which have
allocated stockpiles of the drug sufficient to cover 25 per cent of the
populationd 0000 OD0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOODOOO
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significant fresh order in the US would stand in contrast with its
current stockpiles, which hold sufficient quantities for fewer than
4.4m people, and which are earmarked to grow to just 20m, or 7 per
cent of the population, under existing policy.J O O 0O 0O O O O O
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[ O O O Clinical studies have shown Tamiflu to be effective against
all existing flu strains as well as the H5N1 strain of bird flu that many
scientists fear could become the basis for a human pandemic.[J [ [
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[1 However, its effect is limited to reducing symptoms by up to 1.5
days, and there are still questions about the dosage required and
future drug resistance if it is widely taken. 100Test 1 O 0O O O O O
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