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[1 Zoo Animals Human beings have always wanted to hunt wild
animals] not only for food or sportl] but also to keep in captivity.
Many cities have zoos with a large collection of animals on show.
Some zoos such as the Singapore Zoo and Taronga Park in Sydney
are famous tourist attractions. Zoos have both positive and negative
aspects. Sometimes keeping animals in captivity benefits the humans
and sometimes the animals benefitt] but[] at times] the animals
suffer as a result of their confinement. Zoos give most people in the
world their only opportunity to study wild animals at close quarters.
Even people who are lucky enough to go on a wildlife safari in Africa
are not able to see animals at such close range. In some zoos in
Australia it is possible for visitors to wander among animals such as
kangaroos and deer and feed them by hand. For urban childrenitisa
delight to actually see the animals which they have seen on television.
Z00s also provide scientists with the opportunity to study animals
over a period to time. Scientific research conducted on zoo animals
adds to human knowledgell and it benefits animals too. Treatments
for diseases which have been developed for animals in captivity can



be made available for all animals. Another advantage of having zoos
Is the possibility they provide for captive breeding programs.
Animalsspecies which are endangered or on the edge of extinction
can be encouraged to breed within a controlledd protective
environment. This is crucial for such animals as white rhinol[]
pandas and tigers. Howeverd some animals in zoos are not treated
well. Sometimes their living quarters are cramped and unnatural. It is
common to see tigers and panthers pacing the floors of their cages
for hours bang their heads against the walls of their enclosure. Their
plight can be much worse in countries where economic hardship
causes their food to be rationed and their health neglected. In some
parts of the former Soviet Union keepers struggle to look after the
animals with little funding even for their own wages. This is no doubt
that people will continue to want to be able to see wild animals in
captivity. Howeverd people should make sure that the animals that
live in a zoo and give us so much pleasure have a good life
themselves. [J OO O O 0O O Background information in the
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